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SUBJ: AMBASSADOR'S TOURS D'HORIZON WITH SENIOR GOA MPA OPPICIALS, 

PART II 

REF: ALGIERS 1526(NOTAL) 

1. SUMMARY: MPA SECYGEN, MEETING AMBASSADOR IN PRESENCE OP MPA DIR- 
GEN OP POLITICAL APPAIRS PREPARATORY TO AMBASSADOR'S RETURN TO 
WASHINGTON ON CONSULTATIONS, EXPRESSED STRONG INTEREST IN OBTAINING 
USG POSITION ON FRENCH MILITARY INTERVENTION IN SAHARA AND ON "NATO 
ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE OF AND INVOLVEMENT IN " MOST RECENT JAGUAR ATTACK 
ON POLISARIO. SECYGEN ALSO CHARACTERIZED FRENCH MILITARY INTERVEN- 
TION IN SAHARA AND CHAD AS PIRST TIME PERMANENT MEMBER OP UNSC HAD 
SENT TROOPS INTO AFRICA AND CLIAMED GOA FEELS DIRECTLY THREATENED 

BY FRENCH DELIVERIES OP SAM MISSILES TO MOROCCO. AMBASSADOR REQUESTS 
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GUIDANCE PROM DEPARTMENT ON ALLEGATIONS RE NATO. 

2. ON MAY 16, 1 MET POR AN INPORMAL TOUR D' HORIZON WITH MPA SECYGEN 
MISSOUM SBIH AND MPA DIRGEN OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS ABDELKADER BOUS- 
SELHAM. HAVING ALREADY OBTAINED THE OPPICIAL GOA VIEWS ON A WIDE 
RANGE OP SUBJECTS IN THE COURSE OP MY MAY 14 MEETING WITH KHERBI 
OP THE MFA (SEE REPTEL), I AKSED SBIH (WHO SPOKE POR HIMSELF AND 
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BOUSSELHAM) WHETHER THERE WERE ANY SUBJECTS WHICH THE GOA WAS PARTI- 
CULARLY INTERESTED IN HAVING ME RAISE WITH THE USG DURING MY CONSUL- 
TATIONS IN WASHINGTON. SBIH REPLIED THERE WERE TWO SUCH SUBJECTS 
WHICH CURRENTLY CONCERN THE GOA: (A) THE USG POSITION ON THE 
FRENCH MILITARY INTERVENTION IN THE SAHARA CONFLICT, AND (B) NATO 
ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE OF, AND INVOLVEMENT IN, THE MOST RECENT FRENCH 
JAGUAR ATTACK ON THE POLISARIO. 

3. USG POSITION ON FRENCH MILITARY INTERVENTION: THE GOA GENUINELY 
APPRECIATES U.S. NEUTRALITY IN THE SAHARA CONFLICT AS EVIDENCED BY 
ITS INSISTANCE ON STRICT ADHERENCE TO THE TERMS OF THE U.S. MORO- 
CCAN MILITARY AGREEMENT PREVENTING USE OF U.S.-SUPPLIED MILITARY 
EQUIPMENT BEYOND MOROCCO'S BORDERS. HOWEVER, THE GOA FEARS THE 
FRENCH ARE INTERPRETING USG SILENCE ON THEIR MILITARY INTERVENTION 
AS IMPLICITLY CONDONING THEIR ACTION AND ARE, THEREFORE, 

ENCOURAGED TO CONTIUE. SBIH ADMITTED THE GOA IS EQUALLY CONCERNED 
OVER SOVIET SILENCE ON THE FRENCH INTERVENTION. AT THE SAME TIME, 

THE GOA WANTS US TO UNDERSTAND THAT CONTINUED FRENCH MILITARY INTER- 
VENTION IN AFRICAN CONFLICTS, INCLUDING CHAD, IS THE MAIN STUMBLING 
BLOCK IN PRESENT NEGOTIATIONS TO IMPROVE FRANCO- ALGERIAN RELATIONS. 
THE GOA HOPES I WILL RETURN FROM WASHINGTON WITH A CLARIFICATION 
OF THE U.S. POSITION ON FRENCH INTERVENTION. IN THIS CONNECTION, 

SBIH SAID THE GOA WELCOMED THE RECENT STATEMENTS BY THE DANISH FON- 
MIN CONDEMNING ALL FOREIGN MILITARY INTERVENTION IN AFRICA, SPECI- 
FICALLY INCLUDING FRANCE. 
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4. NATO INVOLVEMENT IN MOST RECENT JAGUAR ATTACK: IT WAS ON THIS 
POINT THAT SBIH DWELLED AT GREATEST LENGTH. HE CLAIMED THE GOA 

HAS RELIABLE INFORMATION CONFIRMING THAT MOST RECENT JAGUAR ATTACK 
ON THE POLISARIO WAS COORDINATED BETWEEN THE MILITARY HEADQUARTERS 
OF FRANCE, MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA WITH THE ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE OF 
NATO HEADQUARTERS. ACCEPTING THIS AS A FACT, THE GOA CANNOT HELP 
BUT WONDER WHETHER THERE IS A NATOAVESTERN CONSPIRACY TO LET THE 
FRENCH DO THE WEST'S BIDDING IN THE SAHARA. IN ANY CASE, THE GOA 
FERVENTLY HOPES THE WESTERN POWERS WILL NOT ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BE 
DRAWN INTO THE SAHARA CONFLICT BY THE FRENCH. 

5. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ON FRENCH INTERVENTION: IN THE COURSE OF THE 
ABOVE DISCUSSIONS, SBIH MADE THE POINT THAT THE CURRENT FRENCH MILI- 
TARY INTERVENTION IN THE SAHARA AND CHAD REPRESENTS THE FIRST TIME 
THAT A PERMANENT MEMBER OF THE UN SECURITY COUNCIL HAS INTERVENED 
IN AN INTER- AFRICAN CONFLICT WITH TROOPS. THE SPECIOUS JUSTIFICATION 
FOR THIS INTERVENTION IS DEFENSE PACTS, HE SAID. 

6 FRENCH SUPPLY OF SAM MISSILES TO MOROCCO: THE GOA CANNOT HELP 
BUT FEEL THREATENED, SBIH SAID, BY THE NEWS THAT FRANCE IS SUPPLY- 
ING SAM MISSILES TO MOROCCO. SINCE THE POLISARIO HAS NO PLANES, 

SUCH MISSILES CAN ONLY BE INTENDED FOR USE AGAINST ALGERIA. 
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7. COMMENT: SBIH ACTS AS THE OEEICIAL MOUTHPIECE OF ALGERIA'S 
EOREIGN POLICY ESTABLISHMENT AND, BEHIND IT, THE PRESIDENCY. THE 
GOA IS CLEARLY ANGERED AND WORRIED BY THE RETURN OE THE ERENCH TO 
AN ACTIVE ROLE IN THE SAHARA CONFLICT AND IS LOOKING FOR COMFORT 
WHEREVER IT CAN EIND IT. REGARDLESS OF WHETHER I RETURN FROM WASH- 
INGTON WITH A PRECISE STATEMENT OE THE U.S. POSITION ON ERENCH AC- 
TIONS, I BELIEVE IT IS IMPORTANT EOR OUR INTERESTS HERE TO NIP IN 
THE BUD ALLEGATIONS OF NATO KNOWLEDGE OF OR INVOLVEMENT IN FRENCH 
ACTIVITIES. CAN THE DEPARTMENT SUPPLY GUIDANCE ON THIS SUBJECT EOR 
USE IN THE NEXT EEW DAYS ? HAYNES 

CONEIDENTIAL 
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